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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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We can approach God with boldness because Jesus purchased that right with his life. (Heb. 4:14-16)


John said," we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous": (1 John 2:1) 


     Effectual prayer can be a simple request, "God help me". For those who are His children, He anticipated that there would be times and situations when we would not be able to express our longing. To this end Paul wrote, "And in like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we know not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for (us) with groanings which cannot be uttered; and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to (the will of) God". (Rom 8:26-27)


     I am afraid that most of us (with the best intentions) do not pray as much as we should. It is a short- coming we should all work on, I know that it is for me. Yet it is so easy to pray to God for He has made Himself so accessible to us. We can pray anywhere, anytime we desire to speak to the one who cares for us the most. When Paul wrote "Pray without ceasing" (I Thess.5: 8)


It was with this mind that he spoke. 


     As we worship today, let us be fervent in our prayers together and not only here but in our daily life as  children of God.


"What a Friend we have in Jesus


All our sins and grief to bear


What a privilege to carry


Everything to God in prayer


O what peace we often forfeit


O what needless pain we bear


All because we do not carry


Everything to God in prayer".





Joe Phillips





II Chronicles 18 tells the story of an unlikely partnership:  Jehoshaphat, the good king of Judah, and Ahab, the wicked king of Israel, joined together to make war against Syria.


    Before going to war, Jehoshaphat was intent on asking God’s will.  So Ahab summoned 400 of his prophets, who all foretold victory.  Jehoshaphat then asked if a prophet of the Lord could be found (it seems he could tell the difference!).  Ahab said there was one, the prophet Micaiah, “but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil” (verse 7).  But Jehoshaphat insisted, so Ahab agreed to have Micaiah brought in.


    At first, the prophet (with a dose of sarcasm?) told Ahab to “go up and succeed.”  But when the king pressed him for the truth, Micaiah declared that Ahab’s prophets had a deceiving spirit.  Israel’s army would be scattered like sheep with no shepherd.  “If you indeed return safely,” he said, “the Lord has not spoken by me” (verse 27).


    Fuming over Micaiah’s gloomy forecast, Ahab had him imprisoned with bread and water rations.  The two kings ignored the good prophet’s counsel and marched into battle.  But the result was just as Micaiah had warned.”  Israel was defeated, and Ahab lost his life.


Consider a few lessons from this story.


1.  Seek God’s will in all your decisions.   Before committing to battle, Jehoshaphat made sure to inquire of the Lord.  This godly king understood that “there is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12).  He didn’t want to make a move that was out of step with the will of God.


    Seeking God’s will means praying.  Jesus spent the whole night in prayer before choosing His apostles (Luke 6:12-13).  Do you pray when 








execute a messenger who brought him bad news.  


Ahab hated Micaiah because he always spoke evil concerning him.  Did it ever occur to Ahab that the problem might be with himself?


    People get mad at preaching and teaching that convicts their sin.  A sermon on modest dress angers the woman who likes to “show off her assets.”  Teaching on drunkenness irritates the brother who’s fond of a swig now and then.  The kind of preaching that got John the Baptist beheaded, Stephen stoned, and Christ crucified was preaching that called on people to put away their wickedness.  “For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (John 3:20).  Has the preacher said something that made you uncomfortable?  Before you get angry with him, evaluate whether his message is true (Acts 17:11).  If it is, then you have no one to be angry with but yourself.


4.  Once you have sought out God’s will, don’t ignore it.  The astounding part of this story is that after God’s prophet foretold defeat, Ahab and Jehoshaphat went to war anyway!  We might expect this from Ahab, but Jehoshaphat should have known better!


    Most parents have had similar experiences with their children:  they ask how to do this, or what to do about that, then turn around and totally disregard what mom and dad told them.  Sadly, we often do the same thing to our heavenly Father.  It should frighten us to hear ourselves say, “I know what God says about this, but …”  The wise man warned, “He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof will dwell among the wise.  He who neglects discipline despises himself, but he who listens to reproof acquires understanding” (Proverbs 15:31-32.  





					





Ahab and Jehoshaphat


By Jeff Himmel











making decisions about your affairs?  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).


    Seeking God’s will also means study.  Jehoshaphat wanted to hear what God had to say.  He had Micaiah, and we have the Bible.  But often we pray for God to lead us to a right decision, then refuse to listen to His leading!  “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping it according to Your word.  With all my heart I have sought You; do not let me wander from Thy commands.  Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You” (Psalm 119:9-11).  If you pray for God’s direction, make sure you open up His “road map.”


2.  Look for answers, not just approval.  “It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:5).  Jehoshaphat wanted to learn the right way, while Ahab just wanted to hear that his way was right (see verse 12).  When God’s word is taught, which kind of hearer are you?  Do you want preaching that challenges your thinking and stirs your conscience, or preaching that pats your back and strokes your ego?


    Paul warned that “the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance with your own desires” (2 Timothy 4:3).  The time has certainly come.  For every immoral or unscriptural activity you can name, you can find some preacher who will say it’s alright.  Instead of looking for “smooth words” (Isaiah 30:9-10), we should be looking for Divine truth.


3.  When the truth is unpleasant, don’t blame the messenger.  In some ancient societies it wasn’t unusual for a king to 





Praying


In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 


(Phil 4:6)


Triggered by the news of a man falling under a bus and being crushed, I heard another man relate his similar experience. Walking on the street in Vail Co., he slipped on some ice and fell under a moving bus. In his case the driver saw the event unfold and was able to stop the vehicle only inches from his head. He continued the story by saying that when he picked himself up his first comment was, "where is the nearest church, I need to give thanks".  


     This statement struck me with interest because I think it reflects the way most people view prayer, i.e., a very formal thing, in a religious setting with a little ante to help things along. For much of my own life I think I also looked at prayer in a way that was too formal. Not only in public worship but also in my personal prayers I felt the need to structure them in a formal way to be appropriate to God. That is, in the right way, at the right time, in the right posture. Although my feelings have changed over time I do not want to diminish in any way the reverence we must have before God in prayer. 


When we consider all the teachings of Jesus on prayer, we must realize that prayer is perhaps the most intimate relationship we have with God. (Matt 6:6) Not some mere energizing of the religious soul but the request of a child to a father. Jesus often went off alone to pray to the Father. (Mk 6:46) When the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray, He began by acknowledging God as Father and that His name is Hallowed.	
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Melinda Hampson’s


father;   Heather Rogers’ brother;    


Jeff Lacquement’s father doing much better    


 Joey’s father, now on meds and doing better 


 Elaine Clem’s cousin Michelle Davis who has 


cancer. Chris and Rhetta Roy


Pam Martin has a broken ankle; Patty Young


had a bike accident and broke her upper arm and


has been in a lot of pain; Kelly Dotson has had


 problems with low blood pressure and her meds 


are being adjusted to correct it.


Our expecting mother, Alex Bowman.


Many of our number who are traveling.











________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay


 Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Chase Shaffer


   Asst. 1-----Justin Douthitt 


   Asst. 2-----Preston Jackson


   Asst. 3-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 4-----Sam Adams Jr.


   Asst. 5-----Lloyd Jackson 


2nd Prayer---Zachary Adams


Read Scripture---Sam Adams 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ross Statham


Closing Prayer---Whit Hays 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Roger Pink


Song Leader---Sam Adams


2ed Prayer---Preston Jackson


Read Scripture---Wes Guyton 


Sermon-----Keith Stonehart


Lord's Supper---Chase Shaffer


Announcements—Ross Statham


Closing Prayer---Steve Huff


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Joe Phillips


 Invitation---Matt Jones


 Closing Prayer---Perry Betterton





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














